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Home furnishing, decorating showroom district to be developed in South County

By MARISA VALLBONA FREE-
MAN

Speciol to The Datly Transcriot

South County residents soon
will have more reasons to stay
put when the EastLake Design
District is completed at the
EastLake Business Center in
eastern Chula Vista.

“South County residents are
used to having to travel north of
Interstate 8 to visit home furnish-
ing and decorating showrooms
such as those on Miramar Road,
Morena Boulevard and Cedros in
Solana Beach, so this project
answers that need,” explained
Mike Vogt of VTS Development
LLC, developer of the EastLake
Design District, “With the thou-
sands of new homes being built
here, they need a destination
where they can park their cars,
walk from showroom to show-
room and take care of all their
home furnishing and decorating
needs in one spot.”

When  completed,  the
EastLake Design District will
include furniture, flooring, win-
dow covering, appliance and
other home improvement show-
rooms in one location totaling
450,000 square feet.

Phase 1 of the project is
scheduled to open in late spring
2005 and will include between
15 to 20 showrooms that home-
owners can visit to see products
in an actual home-like setting,
The site also will include a vari-
ety of small restaurants where
shoppers can relax while dis-
cussing their home improve-
ment options.

“The entire projeet will incor-
porate the pedestrian friendly
atmosphere of a Cedros Design
District while having the draw-
ing power of several larger and
more prominent names in the
home furnishing and decorat-

EastLake Design Distriet will include furniture, flooring, window eovering and other home improvement
showrooms totaling 450,000 square feet. Phase [ is scheduled to open in late spring 2005,

ing industry,” Vogt said.

Eserow just closed on the
property, and already some of
the nation's largest home fur-
nishing and decorating compa-
nies are considering the loca-
tion,

“We do a lot of retail leasing
in EastLake and we've always
had interest from home-
improvement companies look-
ing to get into the area. This
serves their needs.” said Mike
Seiber, senior viee president of
Flocke & Avoyer, leasing agents
for the EastLake Design
District. “Roughly 10,000 peo-
ple per year are moving into the
area between 805 and EastLake
and these homebuyers will need
window coverings, [looring,
furniture, appliances and other
items, which makes this a very
attractive location for these
companies.”

According to Seiber, all of the
retail projects Flocke & Avoyer
represents  that are  either

recently built or under con-
struction in Eastern Chula
Vista are 100 percent leased or
pre-leased.

“There is pent-up demand for
several different uses, one of
which we feel is the home
improvement  category,” he
added. “Nothing like this exists
in San Diego County because
the other home furnishing and
decorating showroom areas are
spread out and shoppers have to
drive from one building to
another in order to visit the var-
ious tenants.

“Having the showrooms in
one location creates synergy
between the tenants and gives
them a larger population base
from which to pull”

There also is a healthy popu-
lation to provide a solid eus-
tomer base. Demographics
reveal that more than 1.2 mil-
lion  people live south of
Interstate &, and housing prices
in the area show hidden

pockets of wealth.

“People don't understand the
wealth that's in the Eastern
Chula Vista area,” Seiber
explained. “There's a pereeption
that income in the area is much
lower than other areas but the
opposite is true. Onee prospec-
tive tenants actually visit the
area and see what's there, they
realize that there actually is
more wealth than they antici-
pated.”

Seiber also cited the fact that
State Route 125 is proposed to
be completed in the fall of
2006, making the EastLake
Design District even more
accessible.

Vallbona Freeman is princi-
pal of CIM fne, a La Jolla-
based public relations firm
serving clients in the real estate,
Sinancial serviees, entertain-
ment, envivonmental and retail
industries.

Source Code: 200405201



